
The Road to Ruin
It’s never too late to get outside and explore what Virginia has to offer.

by Haley Gilday
Staff Reporter
 So, the last rays of summer are 
fading. The weather is getting colder, and 
it seems like it gets dark the moment 
you step foot out of school. However, 
there’s still time for you to catch some 
sweet trails and beautiful views before 
that good ol’ Virginia winter kicks in.
 Many people take living here 
for granted- we’re surrounded by some 
of the best trails and hiking areas on the 
east coast, people! These are some of my 

personal favorite spots, and hopefully 
you’ll be able to check them out in time 
to enjoy the fall weather and foliage.
  First up- Mason Neck State Park 
scenic trail. This area is located in Fair-
fax, and is on a peninsula made by the 

Pohick Bay. This place is great for views 
of waterfowl such as herons, ospreys, 
and even bald eagles. It closes at dusk, 
and the boardwalk can get a little chilly, 
so bring a jacket!

 Next, Shenandoah National Park.  
               This park spans over 300 miles, 

with mind blowing views of the towns 
below and the rolling Blue Ridge Moun-
tains. There’s a huge network of trails that 
overlap each other within the park, all of 
them ranging from a leisurely stroll, to cliff 
face scaling. The Shenandoah is also one of 
the top rated areas to see the leaves change, 
and is home to a huge amount of animals, 
including the elusive black bear. There’s 
many well travelled paths in this area, and 
the Blue Ridge Parkway is a popular alter-
native to dedicating a day to hiking. The 
park itself is free entry, however the fee for 
the Blue Ridge Parkway fees vary, depend-
ing on what you plan to do. More informa-
tion can be found on the National Parks 
website, www.nps.gov. 
  Finally, there’s Alum 
Springs Park, which is locally located in 
Fredericksburg. It features easy going trails, 
swimming holes, and playgrounds with 

picnic areas. This is great for families 
who have younger kids but still want 
to get outside, and spend some time in 
the outdoors. This one is pretty popular, 
because it’s so close but it’s definitely 
worth checking out. There’s parking 
lots, and admission is free. It’s open daily 
from 7AM to 8PM.
 Even if the temperature is get-
ting cooler, there’s still plenty of ways 
to get active and enjoy the beautiful area 
we live in. Virginia is a huge state, and 
we’re lucky to live in an area with so 
many places and opportunities to appre-
ciate nature.

The BRP is worth the long drive.

A jaw dropping sunset at Mason Neck Park.

Even by road, great views are everywhere.

Alum Springs Park has great camp areas.

The changing leaves are beautiful.

The moutain peaks soar above the horizon.
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